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How To Build Your Own CNC Machine From Scratch



If you're someone who enjoys working with your hands and has a passion
for creating things, building your own CNC machine from scratch might be
the perfect project for you. 

What is a CNC Machine?

A CNC machine, or computer numerical control machine, is a tool that can
be used to automate the manufacturing process for a variety of different
materials and products. While it may sound like a complex task, with the
right tools, materials, and a little bit of patience, you can create your own
DIY CNC machine that meets your specific needs and budget. 

In this guide, we'll take a look at the steps you'll need to follow to build
your own CNC machine from scratch, as well as some of the benefits and
challenges you may encounter along the way.

How To Build A CNC Machine From Scratch

To Get Started, you’ll need to:

Familiarize yourself with the concept of CNC and its applications
in various industries.
Understand the differences between types of DIY CNC machines:
milling, lathes, and routers.
Begin to grasp the basics of CNC programming, including G-code,
M-code, and the role of CAM software.



CNC Basics: How Does A CNC Machine Work?

CNC machines use programs written
in G-code. These programs are usually
made automatically with CAM
software, short for computer-aided
manufacturing. 

CAM takes a 3D model, considers the
tools and material you're working
with, and generates G-code. This G-
code basically tells the machine how
to move the tool, the workpiece, and
when to change tools. It even
controls extras like turning on or off
the coolant.

CNC machines can handle a bunch of materials, like aluminum, steel, brass,
ABS, Delrin, and nylon. Actually, you can use CNC machining for pretty much
any hard material. We'll dive deeper into materials later on. 

Types of CNC Machines

CNC Milling

A CNC mill makes really precise and
detailed parts. Picture it like a table
holding the piece you're working on. 

There's a tool spinning fast that moves up
and down, while the table moves back and
forth and left to right. It depends on how
many ways it can move – a common one
moves in three directions.



CNC Turning

Turning is great for making round or
cylindrical parts that need to be
super accurate. 

In this process, the piece spins
around quickly, and a tool moves side
to side and front to back. 

Turning is often quicker and cheaper
compared to milling for certain types
of parts.

CNC Gear Hobbing

Making gears has different methods,
and one of them is gear hobbing. 

You can do it with various materials,
not just metals. 

Imagine a special machine with a tool
called a hob – it cuts into the gear
slowly, forming its shape. It's like a
cool way to make gears!

CNC EDM

Electric discharge machining has different types, like wire EDM, sinker EDM,
and hole drilling EDM. For these, you need a piece that can conduct
electricity. 

The tool and the piece go into a liquid, and when you crank up the voltage, it
creates a spark that removes material, giving you the shape you want.



Parts of a CNC Machine

CNC machines are intricate systems designed for precision and automation
in manufacturing processes. 

Understanding these key parts of a CNC router is essential for operators and
craftsmen to effectively utilize the machine for creating precise and
intricate wooden designs.

2. Spindle
Similar to a router in handheld woodworking, the spindle in a CNC router
is a motorized tool that rotates at high speeds. It holds various cutting
bits and is responsible for shaping and carving the wood.

3. Table or Bed
The table or bed is the surface where the wooden workpiece is secured
during machining. It may have a vacuum system or clamps to hold the
material firmly in place, preventing any movement during cutting.

4. X, Y, Z Axes:
CNC routers have three main axes of movement:

X-Axis: Horizontal movement from left to right.
Y-Axis: Horizontal movement from front to back.
Z-Axis: Vertical movement, controlling the depth of the cut.

 1. Frame

The sturdy frame forms the
backbone of the CNC router,
providing structural support
and stability. 

It ensures accurate and
vibration-free operation during
woodworking tasks.



... Parts of a CNC Machine

5. Guideways and Rails:
These are linear guides that facilitate smooth and precise movement
of the CNC router's components along the X, Y, and Z axes. They
contribute to the overall accuracy of the machine.

8. Tool Changer (Optional):
Some CNC routers designed for woodworking may include an
automatic tool changer. This feature allows for the automated
switching of cutting tools during a job, enhancing efficiency and
reducing downtime.

9. Dust Collection System:
Woodworking generates a significant amount of dust. A dust
collection system helps keep the work area clean by capturing and
removing wood particles and debris produced during cutting and
carving.

10. Controller and Software:
The CNC router is controlled by a computerized system that
interprets the design file and converts it into movement commands.
CAM software is often used to generate toolpaths and G-code
instructions for the CNC router.

6. Stepper or Servo Motors:
These motors drive the
movement of the CNC router's
axes. Stepper motors are
commonly used for cost-
effective solutions, while servo
motors offer higher precision
and speed.

7. Control Panel:
The control panel is where the operator
interacts with the CNC router. It allows for the
input of commands, loading of programs, and
monitoring of the machining process. 



What kind of CNC router do you want to make? 

There are basically two types: one with a moving table and the other with a
moving gantry. The moving table is good for smaller routers because it's
easier to build and sturdier. But, it makes the machine footprint about
twice as big as its cutting area. So, if you're cutting more than around
30x30 cm, a moving gantry design is usually better. I went with a moving
gantry style since I wanted a cutting area of about 65x65 cm..

What do you plan to cut with the CNC router? 

This choice affects everything. If you're thinking of cutting materials
harder than aluminum, it's better to consider a CNC mill instead of a
router.

FREE VIDEO TO SEE HOW TO BUILD IT

Make sure you're connected to the internet and play the video above.

https://6610a8wpwgjcqyw5-y5gv7dtd8.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=CNC
https://6610a8wpwgjcqyw5-y5gv7dtd8.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=CNC

